New Signalling Centre Utrecht
In order to keep the growing rail traffic on the right track, Visser &
Smit Bouw was commissioned by ProRail to construct the New
Signalling Centre in Utrecht (NVLU), with the aim of making rail
travel even more reliable. The previous signalling centre, built in
the 70s, was in urgent need of replacement.

A (historically) responsible location
A conscious decision was made to build the new signalling centre outside the
evacuation area of Utrecht Central Station, certainly after the fire at the old
signalling centre in 2010. In the event of any emergencies or evacuations of
the station area, the centre can now continue to function and rail traffic will
suffer less inconvenience. The centre is situated in the Cartesiusdriehoek, an
area with a rich rail history. The train manufacturer, Werkspoor was located
in the area until the 1970s.

A flexible environment
The new building has an area of 4,481m2 divided over 3 floors and forms the
heart of the train operations in and around Utrecht. The signalling centre
offers space for a 5-metre-high signal hall (control room) with an area of
approximately 1,000m². This is a large open room from where employees
have an all-round view of the tracks and its surroundings. A technical space
for the ICT has been realised under the signal hall. This ensures optimum
flexibility in use, even during maintenance and adjustments, work can
continue as normal in the signal hall. In addition, a reception area, offices
and meeting rooms have also been realised. The new building will
accommodate 100 employees.
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